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INVASIVE SPECIES

Mussel prevention war

The Okanagan Basin
Water Board has been
leading the charge for
more than ten years

By J.P. SQUIRE
Okanagan Newspaper Group

The Okanagan Basin Water
Board is hoping for the best but
preparing for the worst in its
ongoing battle against invasive
mussels making their way into
the big lake.

The board will launch its 10th
annual Don't Move A Mussel cam-
paign in the spring, encouraging
residents — especially those re-
turning with watercraft from
other jurisdictions, or planning to
purchase used watercraft from
invasive mussel-infested regions
— to contact the province’s In-
vasive Mussel Defence program
regarding an inspection, said com-
munications director Corrine
Jackson.

At their first meeting of 2023,
board members learned that re-
sources for invasive mussel vul-
nerability (a toolkit) is in devel-
opment by Renata Claudi, an
environmental scientist, from
Ontario-based RNT Consultants.
“We will also be looking to reach
visitors coming to the Okanagan
with watercraft,” Jackson said.

“Our intention is to have the
toolkit ready at the same time.
Over the years, we have worked
closely with the province and
many others to help prevent the
introduction of these mussels into
B.C. waters and are looking for-
ward to providing local govern-
ments and utilities with a toolkit
to deal with them, as best as pos-
sible, if they end up here.”

“If invasive mussels should get
into the Okanagan, this toolkit
will help local water utilities, fish-
eries, farmers, whoever has in-
water infrastructure to under-
stand what the risks to their facil-
ity are and also to look at ways
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Former West Kelowna mayor Doug Findlater sterilizes a boat during

a demonstration in this file photo.

that they can mitigate or prepare
in advance to mitigate potential
damage and increased operating
costs,” said OBWB deputy admin-
istrator James Littley.

There could be several ways to
‘mitigate the impact, depending on
what the facility looks like, he
added.

“Just as a fairly simple example,
let’s say you have a water intake
in a chlorinated water delivery
system right now. Currently,
what would typically happen is
youd have this long water intake
pipe into the lake with maybe a
primary filter on the end of it. But
the chlorination and all of the
treatment would happen in the
facility.”

Changing that would require a
new approach, Littley said.

“One of the potential things you
could do is move the chlorination
point - or at least an initial chlo-
rination point — out to the intake
so that as water goes in, it’s in-
stantly chlorinated and that
would kill any larvae before they
would enter into the whole sys-
tem. That's just one example.”

However, it would not come
cheap. Larratt Aquatic estimated
outfitting one intake could cost at
least $25,000, depending on wheth-

er chlorine is already present at
the pump house, plus the cost of
chlorine. Currently more than
two-third of intakes in Okanagan
lakes do not use chlorine.

Another alternative could be
twinning those intakes so one can
be shut down for cleaning, said
Littley. Another might be using
different types of materials such
as titanium that mussels can't
attach to. “So there are a number
of potential options just to prepare
your system, and really control
how and where you have to inter-
act with the mussels,” said
Littley.

According to the Invasive Spe-
cies of B.C. website, both species
have been found as deep as 110
metres but zebra mussels prefer
depths of two to 12 metres while
quagga mussels prefer depths of
10 to 13 metres. The City of
Kelowna’s intake at the Poplar
Point Pump Station, for example,
is in 29 metres of water in Okan-
agan Lake.

The toolkit will include a sec-
tion on mussel biology, said Lit-
tley. “It will tell facility managers
exactly where they have to be con-
cerned. But even if the mussels
wouldn't attach to that intake at
90 feet deep, the larvae could
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potentially still get in there
because they are just microscopic
and they float around in the
water,” he added. “So you could
be sucking them in even when
they’re not adults. And then, once
they get into the facility, they
start to form shells and attach
inside the pipes.”

He anticipates the toolkit will be
ready for distribution this year,
coinciding with the start of the
annual Don’t Move A Mussel cam-
paign. It will also be publicly
available.

An assessment by Larratt
Aquatic in 2013 estimated Okan-
agan Lake infestations could cost
$42 million a year for at least the
first few years.

This includes direct costs such
as facilities management and lost
revenues. This figure is in line
with research in other jurisdic-
tions.

The cost estimate was as much
as $500 million a year to the
broader Pacific Northwest region.
Those figures have not been up-
dated since 2013.

At this point, Littley is not sure
what the province has planned for
its Invasive Mussel Defence pro-
gram inspection stations for 2023
although officials are currently
looking at hiring auxiliary inspec-
tors.

The Okanagan WaterWise pro-
gram established the Don’t Move
A Mussel campaign in 2013 to cre-
ate public awareness of the threat
and the board also lobbied the
province for the inspection sta-
tions which launched in 2015, said
Jackson.

“We have also been lobbying the
federal government to do more,
recognizing the potential impact
to fisheries and more. And we pro-
vide funding to the Okanagan and
Similkameen Invasive Species
Society to extend our ... outreach
to boaters and others.”

Go to dontmoveamussel.ca/ for
more information about invasive
mussels and the risks involved.

FUND-RAISING

Vancouver is a hot spot for political donations

By KAYLAZHU
& MICHAEL WONG
The Canadian Press

VANCOUVER — The city of
Vancouver provided luerative ter-
ritory for federal political party
fundraisers during the five years
after the 2015 election, suggests a
new analysis of Elections Canada
political donations data.

The riding of Vancouver
Quadra ranked sixth for total
donations nationwide, contribut-
ing $3.3 million to federal political
parties in the years following the
Liberals’ sweeping 2015 election
victory through the end of 2020.
This was substantially more than
the national average of about
$853,000, according to an analysis
by the Local News Data Hub at
Toronto Metropolitan University
and the Investigative Journalism
Foundation, a non-profit journal-
ism startup tracking political
donations and lobbyist activity in
partnership with scholars from
Canadian universities.

Among the country’s 338 elec-
toral districts, Vancouver Centre
ranked eighth, with $2.7 million
in total donations greater than

$200 to federal political parties,
electoral district associations and
2019 election candidates.

The riding of West Vancouver—
Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Count-
ry was ninth with $2.6 million,
and Vancouver Granmville was
14th with $2.3 million.

Affluent ridings in major cities,
especially those represented by
higher-profile politicians, domi-
nated the top of the list.

Among the reasons for the Van-
couver ridings’ high rankings:

+ Donors dug deep: The average
donation in Vancouver Quadra
was $1,245. The average in the
three other ridings ranged be-
tween $1,093 and $1,138. By com-
parison, the national average for
all ridings was $831.

« More people donated: The
number of donors in the Van-
couver ridings was more than two
times higher than the national
average of 971 donors, or 119 per
10,000 registered voters.

On the high end in Vancouver,
2,620 people donated in Vancouver
Quadra or 345 out of every 10,000
registered voters.

Vancouver Granville, with 2,087
contributors, or 251 per 10,000 vot-
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ers, was on the lower end.

‘The Conservative Party was the
main beneficiary of donor lar-
gesse in West Vancouver—Sun-
shine Coast—Sea to Sky Country,
drawing $1.3 million, or 50 per
cent of total donations.

‘The Liberal Party pulled in the
most money in the three other rid-
ings, with contributions ranging
from about $1 million to $1.6 mil-

lion.
Nationally, Ottawa Centre led

Quick Facts

Top ridings for federal party
fundraising in millions (Oct. 20,
2015 to Dec. 31, 2020)

1. Ottawa Centre: $5.9

2. Toronto—Rosedale: $5.4
3. Toronto—St. Paul's: $4.1
4. Calgary Centre: $4

5. Don Valley West: $3.4

6. Vancouver Quadra: $3.3
7. Ottawa— Vanier: $3.1

8. Vancouver Centre: $2.7
9. West Vancouver: $2.6
10. Victoria: $2.6

11. Saanich—Gulf Islands: $2.5

rthe country in political contribu-
tions. The riding, which includes
Parliament Hill and is home to
many public servants, lobbyists
and others with a stake in public
policy, generated $5.9 million in
donations.

Geoff Turner, chair of the Ott-
awa Centre Federal Liberal Assoc-
iation, said residents in the riding
tend to work and volunteer in the
public sphere.

“There’s just a higher level of
‘political” activity,” Turner said.
“There’s a higher proportion of
people who spend their profes-
sional and personal lives focused
on public policy.”

The analysis, which focused
mostly on the 17 ridings in the
95th percentile, meaning that total
donations were greater than in 95
per cent of all ridings in the coun-
try, found a clear relationship
between median income and total
donations.

This held true for the Vancou-
ver ridings: Median income in all
four of them was somewhat high-
er than the national level of

$34,204.

Fund Raising continued on A2
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You can't stay in your corer
of the forest waiting for others
fo come fo you. You have to
go to them somefimes

—A. A. Milne
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KELOWNA COMMUNITY THEATRE

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
KCT BOX OFFICE: 250-469-8940
OR ONLINE: THEATRE . KELOWNA .CA
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