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‘Largest-ever decontamination’: B.C. crews track
down mussel-infested barge from eastern Canada

By Doyle Potenteau - Global News
* Pozied Luly ¢,2022 4:§2 pm - Updated July 10, 2022 &:18 om

As os July 3rd. © waetercrast contaminoted with invasive musselswere intercepted coming into British Columbie. Two headed

to the ®kanagan, two to the Lower Mainlond and one for Vancouver Island. — Jul 8, 2022
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A barge from Ontario was stopped last menth frem petentially infesting 8.C.

waters with invasive mussels.

On Saturday. the Ministry of Envirenment said 8.C’s Conservatien Officer
Service (COSj achieved its largest-ever invasive mussel decentaminatien at:er
learning akout an infested barge heading west,

Accerding te the ministry. the barge from Lake ®ntarjo was headed to a
Lever Mainland waterway for industrial use. Enter 8.C’s [nvasive Musse|

Defence Pregram.

READ MORE: B.C's invasive mussel defence program intercepts 5

contaminated boats from Ontario

“They knew the conseQuences of allewing the barge in 8.C. waters ceould
have significant impacts en lecal ecosystems and infrastructure because the
invasive mussel ceuld establish itself and evertake native species.” said the

ministry.

“Inspectors tracked dewn the trucking company and its lead. a massive barge
being transperted in two 40-foet-leng (12 metres) sectiens. each 10 feet (three
metres)high and 10 feet wide”
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A close-up view of the infested barge from Lake Ontario B.C. Conservation Officer Service

The ministry said the barge was redirected to a warehouse in Richmond fer
fLll decentaminatien, “which was the largest of its kind fer invasive zebra

mussels since the pregram started in 2015™
fnspecters from the Okanagan and Lower Mainland were assembled. with the

ministry saying they used specialized equipment to remove theusands ef
invasive mussels during approximately 1® hours of werk in two days.

Call for more funding for invasive mussel program

Call sor more sunding for invesive mussel program — Mar 19. 2022

“Many of the mussels weje viakle which means they could multiplyin 8.C.
waters if given the chance. That has yet te happen in the prevince,” said the

ministry.
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“This was the largest. mest significant discovery of zebra mussels en a
watercraft our teams had ever experienced,” said COS Insp. Pave Webster
“Te decontaminate the vessel, we required a specialized eperatienal planand

space due to the sheer size”

Webster said he was preud of how gquickly everyone was mobilized te stop

the infested barge frem reaching B.C. waters.

“This is a testament te the success of the Invasive Musseil Defence Pregram
and its ceordinated approach with eur neighbeuring previnces te tackle the

threat of this invasive species,” said Webster.
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Invasive Zebra mussels found in B.C. aquarium

>

Invasive Zebrea mussels foundinB.C. equarium — Mor &, 2021

The ministry said the barge was also issued a mandatery 3@-day quarantine
peried. which endedthis week.

“This incredible werk shews the value ef our program and staff's dedicatien

te making it effective,” s aid envirenment minister George Heyman.
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“The fact that 8.C. received netitication frem several western previnces shews
hew effective this appreach is with multiple layers of pretectien threugh
cellective and cellaborative prevention efforts across Western Canada and
the U.S7
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Zebra mussels wash up along Grand Beach, Manitoba

Zebrea muszels wash up along Grand Beoch. Manitoba — Jun 8, 2017

The ministry says some efthe mussel samples will be used te train two

detection dogs, Kilo and Majer, beth et vwhich are German shepherds.

The ministry said in 2821, the Invasive Mussel Defence Pregram made 335,000
inspectiens. with 244 identifiedas high risk. It also said that 100
decontamination erders were issued. and that 18 watercraft were handed

quarantine periods to meet the required drying time.

It also said COS inspectors cempleted 153 decontaminations in 2021.

For mere abeut 8.C/'’s [nvasive Mussel Pefence Pregram. erclean, drain and

dry, visit the province's website.
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https://globalnews.ca/news/8977726/b-c-invasive-mussel-5-ontario-boats-intercepted/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8748861/okanagan-basin-water-board-federal-funding-invasive-mussels/
https://globalnews.ca/video/3506262/zebra-mussels-wash-up-along-grand-beach-manitoba/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/invasive-mussels
https://globalnews.ca/news/7681863/invasive-zebra-mussels-aquarium-bc/



