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More needs to be done to stop invasive mussel infested
boats: Okanagan Basin Water Board

Rob Munro
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KELOWNA - Inspectors have intercepted nine boats and one kayak carrying invasive mussels into B.C. as of
July 5, and of those, two were headed for the Okanagan.

Decontamination orders were issued for 35 boats that may have been carrying mussels along with 92
orders for boats suspected of carrying other invasive species, according to a news release from the Top |
Okanagan Basin Water Board. Two S
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"Until we know we are in the clear and there is no chance of invasive mussels making their way into our

waters, we are going to be pushing for senior government to do all they can to protect our waters,” water Soup ¢
board chair Sue McKaortoff said in the release. "We only have one of 12 provincial inspection stations that S olirai
are open 24-hours a day and there is no requirement to get an inspection when a station is closed.” iNwine

"Our lakes are not only an important tourist destination, they are important as a source of drinking water,
to our fishery and the Okanagan's delicate ecosystem, and much more,” McKortoff said. The de
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The water board wants the province to require all boats entering B.C. to be inspected before going into the
water and that drain plugs have to be pulled before boats are transported, as is required in Alberta and
northwestern states.

Of the 10 boats carrying the mussels, six were from Ontario, two from Utah and one each from North
Carolina and Michigan. FO

To contact a reporter for this story, email Rob Munro or call 250-808-0143 or email the editor. You can also submit
photos, videos or news tips to the newsroom and be entered to win a monthly prize draw.

We welcome vour comments and opinions on our stories but play nice. We won't censor or delete comments unless
thev contain off-topic statements or links, unnecessary vulgarity, falze facts, spam or obviously fake profiles. If vou Tren
have any concerns about what vou see in comments, email the editor in the link above.
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