WATERCANADA

F/\7 Connect. Lead. Influence @
\-’LI

3 d With an Environmental
cCO>tandla - professional EP® Designation !

News

Okanagan Basin Water Board Pens Letter to
Heyman on Invasive Mussels

@ By Todd Westcott  03:32PM November 21, 2018

@ The Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) is renewing a call for legislation

96 that would require all out-of-province watercraft to be inspected for

invasive zebra and quagga mussels before launching in B.C. waters. The

Q? call was sent in a letter this week to B.C. Minister of Environment and
0 Climate Change George Heyman.
I] “This legislative change was the first priority in our list of action items

provided to your ministry on October 20, 2017, following our meetings at
the 2017 Union of BC Municipalities conference,” states the letter, signed by
e OBWB executive director Anna Warwick Sears. “We feel that there is still
£ sufficient time before the 2019 boating season for the province to pass this
legislation and ensure that inspections are available in centralized
locations for those with watercraft who do not report to a roadside

in station.

[

Currently, if someone enters B.C. with any type of watercraft and it
encounters an open inspection station on route, law requires that it must
stop for inspection. However, this leaves a gap for watercraft that enter
outside of inspection station hours, outside of the inspection season (April

to October), or through routes that are not monitored.

“The province will never be able to completely seal the border,” said Sears.
OBWSB called for spot-checking out-of-province watercraft for proof of an

inspection at local boat l[aunches, enhancing enforcement of the law.

“Now that we’ve seen the results from this year’s inspection program, we
want to highlight what we see as remaining gaps,” Sears said. The letter
acknowledges improvements to the program this year. This year, the
province responded to repeated calls from the OBWB to have ongoing,
stable funding for the program with the announcement of $1 million in
dedicated annual funding. A second sergeant was added to help address

non-compliance.

Inspection stations increased from 10in 2017 to 12 in 2018, with 62
auxiliary conservation officers. As well, it was announced that a second

mussel-sniffing dog was being trained to join the effort in 2019.

As for final inspection numbers for this year, a total of 25 watercraft were
found to be carrying adult invasive mussels. The mussel-fouled boats came
from Ontario (16), Arizona (3), Manitoba (2), Michigan (2), Utah (1), and
Nevada (1) and were destined for the Lower Mainland (9), Vancouver Island
(5), Thompson-Nicola (4), Okanagan (3), and the Kootenays (1). The
program received advanced notice for 20 of the 25 mussel-infested
watercraft, either from another jurisdiction (e.g., Alberta, Montana, Idaho,

or Washington) or by Canada Border Services Agents.

“It’s too important to not do everything that we can,” said Sears. “It’s going
to cost us millions and cause, not only hardship but, heartbreak if

Okanagan lakes are spoiled by invasive mussels.”

The OBWB has also been an active participant in PNWER’s Invasive Species
Working Group, and actively partnered with the Province of B.C., local
governments, the Invasive Species Council of B.C., the Kelowna Chamber

of Commerce, and many other organizations on this file.

Learn more about the mussels, the risks to the Okanagan, and find
prevention tips and information on what to do if bringing watercraft into

B.C. at https://dontmoveamussel.ca/.
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Baithfish Primer App to Help Protect Canada Updates Aquatic Invasive

Waterways from Invasive Species Species Tracking Website
Fisheries and Oceans Canada has launched their The Government of Canada has updated its digital
guide for identify legal and illegal live bait, the mapping for tracking aquatic invasive species
Baitfish Primer, as an app. The app allows fish across the country. Fisheries and Oceans Canada
harvesters to take the guide... has updated and improved its online aquatic
species at...
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