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For years residents in the Okanagan and across B.C. have feared the day an invasive mussel would
make its way into our pristine waters.
Fortunately that day has not yet come, but the fear is still there and the need for funding to combat the
possibility is once again the topic of hot debate.
The Okanagan Basin Water Board has been fighting for more provincial funding for boat checks at our
borders, as B.C. only spends about three per cent of what Alberta does to combat the same problem.
“It seems that B.C. is relying on other provinces and states for perimeter protection,” says Doug
Findlater, water board chair and West Kelowna mayor. “There are certainly robust inspection schemes
in Idaho and a number of other US states.”
According to the board, Alberta spent $530,000 last year on inspections and decontaminations, while
we only spent $20,000 in B.C. They checked 3,747 marine vessels, while we only inspected 132.
“We understand that Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta are all revving up inspection station plans in
the six figures, and yet in B.C. we know they are looking at the issue but nothing has been
announced,” says Findlater. “We are concerned they are simply moving too slowly to put something in
place for this coming summer when the boats really start to move.”
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The water board is not alone in this battle, as the Kelowna Chamber of Commerce is vocally joining the
cause to get the work done.
Last week, Premier Christy Clark was in town for the chamber luncheon and they were given the
opportunity to ask only three direct questions. They used that opportunity to bring up the mussels.
“We think it is that critical,” says Caroline Grover, chamber chief executive officer. “If you think of what
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is at the heart of our area, it is the clean water. We take pride in it, we drink it, we enjoy the
recreational aspects. Water is critical for our farming and agricultural related industries. It is certainly a
great draw when people want to move to our area; they love to look at the lake or live on the lake. And
tourism is an important industry as well. I cannot imagine what our tourism would look like without
having pristine lakes.”
She says just one mussel could cause catastrophic damage to the tourism industry, real estate values
and taxes, as municipalities would be forced to pay millions of dollar to clear the numerous water
intake valves and the lake itself.
“This is of dire concern to us and we would like to know what actions we can expect from the
province,” says Grover. “We are putting out a call for inspection stations. At the end of the day, they
are critical.”
According to Grover, the premier acknowledged the issue at hand and said the province is looking into
what needs to be done, but she did not commit to any funding.
“I think it was good she was aware of the issue. She seemed to be very mindful of the facts and knew
exactly what we were talking about,” explains Grover. “While she stopped short of saying they will fund
boat check stations, she did indicate that there needs to be continued training and monitoring of our
borders.”
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She says the chamber has put together a policy resolution on the issue that has received approval
from all other chambers across the province and the country.
“We will be meeting with the BC Chamber of Commerce in Prince George in June and we have
another resolution ready to go that is calling on the provincial government, specifically, to put a plan of
action in place.”

Click here to feature your property

She knows that asking a government and tax payers to spend money is difficult, but it is critical
spending that could prevent an infestation we would never recover from.
Findlater adds that mussels have made it to the province before and were fortunately either dead or
detected by an alert border guards. Mussels were also discovered on several boats in the Calgary
area – a major source of Okanagan tourists.
“They are getting through and our concern is that all of the lakes in B.C. could be infected, and in
particular our Okanagan Lake that is so important to us. It is really the lifeline in the Okanagan Valley,”
says Findlater.
The board has suggested a user paid sticker program that would offset the costs of inspection.
Boaters would buy a sticker to confirm they had been inspected and to raise awareness.
As it stands the province has estimated it would cost about $2.4 million per year for 15 boat check
stations, while the province also estimates an infestation would cost approximately $28.2 million
per year to fix.
But board studies suggest an introduction of the mussels could cost at least $43 million a year in the
Okanagan alone just to mitigate the problem.
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Just to clarify, as the Executive Director of the Okanagan Basin Water Board, the figure of
$28.2 million estimated by the province will not "fix" the mussel problem, but will be ongoing
maintenance and management costs, primarily borne by local communities. Once the
mussels are established in the lake, they cannot be eradicated. $28.2 million also a very
low estimate, as (among other things) it does not include impacts to private water intakes
for lakeshore residents or agriculture, of which there are more than 900 on Okanagan Lake
alone. Each of these intakes will have to be modified with special chlorine systems to
prevent their being clogged by the mussels. This figure also does not include maintenance
costs for Kelowna's floating bridge, which would likely have to be scraped and repainted
each year, or the damage to docks and other inlake infrastructure. The mussels will
severely harm our sports fishery, and completely change the natural aquatic environment
of the lakes. In areas of the Great Lakes where they have taken hold, we've heard many
accounts of the beaches being covered by sharp shells, requiring all beachgoers to wear
shoes or risk cutting their feet. Make no mistake  these mussels are bad news, and once
they are here, there is no going back.
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